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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Maria Her-
nandez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Maria
Hernandez is a 12th grader at Jefferson High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Maria Her-
nandez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Maria Hernandez for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

COMMEMORATING THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE
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Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the Armenian Genocide, one of
the bloodiest, most tragic occurrences of the
twentieth century.

In 1915, the Ottoman Empire began imple-
menting a program to systematically extermi-
nate its Armenian population. Committing
crimes so vast that they nearly defy belief, the
Ottomans resorted to death marches, human
burnings, mass starvation, extermination
camps, and other outrages that still shock the
human conscience. More than a million people
were slaughtered in the carnage.

It is hard to image anyone today visiting Ar-
menia’s Tzidzemagapert, the genocide monu-
ment and memorial, without being shaken by
the experience, as | was. The site is a perma-
nent reminder of the horrifying depravity man-
kind is capable of when unshackled from any
notion of mercy or compassion.

That the Armenian people could recover
from such a tragedy, and recover from the en-
suing decades of Soviet rule, to establish an
independent state in which they control their
own destiny, is a tribute to the amazing resil-
iency and love of freedom harbored by the Ar-
menian nation.

On this anniversary of the beginning of the
Genocide, let us remember and honor the vic-
tims of this terrible crime.

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
JAMES EDWARD SHEFFIELD
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OF VIRGINIA
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Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and remember the Honorable
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James Edward Sheffield—husband, father,
trailblazer, airman, judge, lawyer, law pro-
fessor, community leader, humanitarian and
friend. Judge Sheffield left this world on March
28, 2013, at age 80. He is survived by his wife
of 56 years, Patricia Allen Sheffield, two
daughters, Joi Elisa Sheffield and Shari Leta
Sheffield, both lawyers, and a host of family
members and friends.

Born during the Great Depression in Hot
Springs, Ark., he was one of nine children of
a railroad Pullman porter's family. He worked
his way through junior college and three other
college-level schools, including the University
of lllinois, where he earned a bachelor's de-
gree in political science in 1955. He served
372 years in the Air Force and was honorably
discharged in 1959.

He was a district executive with the Fred-
erick Douglass District of the Robert E. Lee
Council, Boy Scouts of America, in Richmond
from 1959 to 1963, responsible for providing
the Scouting program to the African-American
community. While also an honor law student
at Howard University, he clerked for the chief
counsel of the U.S. Commission. on Civil
Rights in Washington, D.C. He also clerked for
Spottswood Robinson, the first African Amer-
ican judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for
Washington, D.C., and Dean of the Howard
Law School.

In 1963, Judge Sheffield earned a law de-
gree from the Howard University Law School.
From 1963 to 1965, he worked in U.S. Attor-
ney General Robert F. Kennedy’s Honor Pro-
gram at the U.S. Department of Justice, Court
of Claims Section, in Washington, D.D. rep-
resenting the federal government in litigation
brought against it. Following his tenure there,
he returned to Richmond and set up a law
practice. And from September 1964 to late
1966, he was a full-time law professor at the
Howard University Law School. Thereafter, he
returned to Richmond to resume the practice
of law.

In 1974, he became the first African-Amer-
ican Judge in Virginia. He was appointed by
then Governor Mills E. Godwin, Jr., to the
Richmond Circuit Court to fill an un-expired
term created by an appointment from that
court to the Virginia Supreme Court. He was
subsequently elected by the Virginia General
Assembly to a full-term on the Circuit Court
and was later elected Chief Judge of the Court
by his 7 peers.

Judge Sheffield was a member of the Vir-
ginia State Bar and the District of Columbia
Bar, and served as President of the Old Do-
minion Bar Association. He also served as an
assistant professor of law at the University of
Richmond’s T.C. Williams School of Law and
as lecturer at the University of Virginia School
of Law.

In 1980, President jimmy Carter nominated
him for a federal judgeship for the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. How-
ever, due to the strength of racism still affect-
ing our Senate representatives at that time, he
was not confirmed.

In 1984, judge Sheffield resigned from the
Circuit Court to return to the practice of law.
Shortly thereafter, he became a partner in the
law firm of Little, Parsley & Myelitis, PC, in
Richmond, and in later years returned to solo
practice in the Jackson Ward section of Rich-
mond.

Judge Sheffield was very active in civic af-
fairs in the Richmond community and beyond.
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A member of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, he
was chairman of the church’s Board of Trust-
ees and Chairman of its Building Council. He
was also on the Board of Directors of
Chippenham Hospital and Children’s Hospital
in Richmond, was a 32nd degree Mason, a
member of the Downtown Club of Richmond,
the Focus Club, The Guardsmen, Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, the N.A.A.C.P., the Rich-
mond First Club, the Richmond Urban League,
the Richmond Urban Forum and was the
1982-83 Regional Sire Archon of the South-
east Region of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity (Alpha
Beta Boule). He was also a member of the
Board of Visitors of Virginia Commonwealth
University and a member of the Board of
Trustees for St. Paul’s College.

Judge Sheffield was the recipient of numer-
ous honors and awards, some of which in-
clude: the Citizenship Award, Astoria Bene-
ficial Club, 1974; Citizenship and Service
Award, King Solomon Lodge No. 27, Free and
Accepted Masons, 1974; Citizen of the Year
Award, Phi Phi Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fra-
ternity, 1975; Model Judiciary Program Partici-
pation Award, YMCA, 1977; Citizenship
Award, Lynchburg Chapter of the N.A.A.C.P.,
1979; John Mercer Langston Outstanding
Alumnus Award for 1980, Howard University
School of Law Student Bar Association; and
the Kenneth David Kaunda Award for Human-
ism, at the United Nations, from Zambia,
1981. At the request of the Nigerian govern-
ment, Judge Sheffield delivered a paper to Ni-
gerian judges comparing that nation’s constitu-
tion to that of the U.S., and was a member of
a delegation of constitutional experts and ju-
rists invited to help Nigeria transition from mili-
tary rule to the rule of law under a constitution.

Judge Sheffield will be missed, not only by
family and friends, but also by the many peo-
ple who benefitted from his legal expertise on
the bench, in the private practice of law, as a
law professor, and by his good works in the
Richmond community and beyond. In accom-
plishments as well as contributions, he was a
giant among us.

HONORING SKYLER EVAN THOMAS
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Skyler Evan
Thomas. Skyler is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 81,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Skyler has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Skyler has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Skyler has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Skyler did
painting and remodeling work at Macon Diver-
sified Industries, the home of the local shel-
tered workshop for those with developmental
disabilities, in Macon, Missouri.
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